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Spring 2026 

Fire! Fire! 

Context and cross curricular aspects:   Children will be studying the Great Fire of London during which they will make links 

between what life was like in 1666 London and in London today. In science they will learn about materials used in buildings 

both now and in the past and find out about their properties. In Art, children will produce a piece of work using a printed 

repeating pattern based on close up images of buildings and life in 1666 especially during the fire. 

Children will develop their individual characters and beliefs through a range of activities, in line with our ethos that Sandlings is: 

                                                             ” unique, nurturing where everyone belongs and thrives” 

 

Learning will encompass social, moral spiritual and cultural education reflecting our British values: 

Unique 

· Children will learn about Chinese New year exploring Chinese New Year traditions. 

· Children will learn about the work of Dr Martin Luther king 

Nurtured 

· Safer Internet Day is a great opportunity for children and parents to work together on learning how to keep safe on line 

· Road Safety Day, keeping everyone apprised on how to keep safe on the roads 

Belonging 

· Fortnightly whole school meetings, encouraging children to know their views count, their opinions are important and an opportunity for 

children to vote and make decisions together 

· Years ¾ and 5/6 will each have time  term learning in our forest school 
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· 3x Whole School life skill sessions will take place over the term. Children will develop cooking and gardening skills, wellbeing and team 

building. 

Thriving 

· Class Thrive activities bespoke to each class will also include a range wellbeing activities on the theme of feeling sad or worried so that 

children know how to overcome these to feel better. 

· Celebrating the love and enjoyment of reading on World Book day. · Science week and national story telling weeks are opportunities for children to focus 

more deeply on these aspects of their learning taking part in a range of activities 

 

 

Oracy  

 

· Over the first few weeks’ children will give their talks to their classes on Identity. Children will continue to develop Oracy skills through talking and 

listening activities across the curriculum. 
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English 

Week 

Beginning 

Writing outcome  Spelling and Phonics Grammar and  Punctuation Core texts  

for lessons and whole class 

reading  

Year 1 

 

Year 2 

 

Monday 12
th
    

January  

Narrative – The Frog 

and the Stranger  

Week 1 /ee/ y funny /e/ 

ea head /w/ wh wheel 

/oa/ oe ou toe shoulder 

any many again  

 

Week 2 /igh/ y fly /oa/ 

ow snow /j/ g giant /f/ 

ph phone who whole 

where two 

 

 Week 3 /l/ le al apple 

metal /s/ c ice /v/ ve 

give school call different  

 

Week 4 /u/ o-e o ou 

some mother young /z/ 

se cheese /s/ se ce mouse 

fence /ee/ ey donkey 

thought through friend 

work  

 

Week 5 Grow the code: 

/oo/ u ew ue u-e ui ou 

oo fruit soup /ee/ ea e e-

e ie ey y ee /s/ c se ce ss 

/z/ se s zz /oa/ ow oe ou 

o-e o oa 

 

 

 

 

Week 1/2 

Why do some words 

have the spellings ‘kn’ 

and ‘gn’ for /n/, and 

‘wr’ for /r/? once two 

knight/night  

 

Week ¾ 

Why do I drop the ‘e’ 

when I add the suffixes -

ed, -ing, -er, -est and -y? 

any many one/won  

 

Week 5 

Why do some words 

end ‘ge’ or ‘dge’? Why 

can /j/ be spelled ‘j’ or 

‘g’ in different words? 

Review where/wear 

 

letter, capital letter, word, 

sentence punctuation, full stop 

(Y1) verb, tense, past tense 

statement (Y2) *conjunction  

The Frog and the Stranger 

Monday 19
th
   

January 

Monday 26
th
    

January 

Monday 2
nd

    

February 

Non-chronological 

report:  Big Blue 

Whale 

 

 

letter, capital letter, word, 

sentence punctuation, full stop, 

question mark (Y1) verb, tense, 

past tense adjective, noun, 

noun phrase, comma 

statement, question (Y2) 

*conjunction 

Commas can be used to 

separate items in a list 

 

‘Big Blue Whale’ by Nicola 

Davies 

Monday 9
th
  

February 

 Half Term  
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Monday 23
rd
  

February  

Recount: 

The great Fire of 

London 

Week 1 /ur/ or word 

/oo/ u oul awful would 

/air/ are share /or/ au 

aur oor al author 

dinosaur floor walk once 

laugh  

 

Week 2 /ch/ tch match 

/ch/ ture adventure /ar/ 

al half* /ar/ a father* 

because eye  

 

Week 3 /or/ a water 

Schwa in longer words: 

different /o/ a want /air/ 

ear ere bear there  

 

Week 4 /ur/ ear learn /r/ 

wr wrist /s/ st sc whistle 

science Schwa at the end 

of words: actor  

/c/ ch school /sh/ ch chef 

/z/ /s/ ce se ze freeze 

 

Week ½  

The ‘W special’ How do 

‘w’ and ‘qu’ change the 

sounds that ‘a’, ‘ar’ and 

‘or’ make in some 

words? who whole 

our/hour  

 

Week ¾ 

Why do I swap the ‘y’ 

for an ‘i’ when I add the 

suffix -es? people friend 

quite/quiet  

Why do some words 

have the spelling ‘ey’ for 

the sound /ee/? move 

improve see/sea  

Why do some words 

end -le, -al, -il or -el? 

Review to/too/two 

 

Time adverbs 

First person Tense 

Suffixes where no change to 

the spelling of the root word 

eg- helping, helped, helper, 

quickest 

 

Information texts  

Monday 2
nd

  

March  

Narrative:   
Rapunzel 

Letter, capital letter, word, 

sentence punctuation, full stop, 

exclamation mark (Y1) verb, 

tense, past tense adjective, 

noun, noun phrase, comma 

exclamation, command, 

statement (Y2) *conjunction 

subordinating conjunctions* 

including when, if, that, 

because¹ 

Rapunzel 

Monday 16
th
 

March 

Monday 23
rd
 

March 

Poetry:   The Puffin 
Book of Fantastic 
First Poems – 
Similes 

letter, capital letter, word, 

sentence punctuation (Y1) verb, 

noun, noun phrase, tense, 

present tense, past tense 

adjective, apostrophe for 

contraction(Y2) 

The Puffin Book of Fantastic First 
Poems 
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Maths  Unit objectives and vocabulary  Unit  objectives and vocabulary  

Week Beginning  Year 1 Year 2 

Monday 12
th
    

January  

Addition and Subtraction within 10- 

Take away to find how many are left  
Subtract by breaking the whole into parts  
Discover related number facts  
Comparing additions and subtractions  
Find the difference  
Solve word problems 

Multiplication and Division- 

Decide if groups are equal 
Form multiplication sentences  
Use arrays  
Practise the 2, 5 and 10 times-tables  
Solve multiplication word problems 

Monday 19
th
   

January 

Multiplication and Division- 

Decide if groups are equal 
Form multiplication sentences  
Use arrays  
Practise the 2, 5 and 10 times-tables  
Solve multiplication word problems 

Monday 26
th
    

January 

2D and 3D Shape- 

Name 3D shapes 
Name 2D shapes  
Make patterns with shapes 
 

Multiplication and Division- 

Divide by 2  
Learn about odd and even numbers  
Divide by 5 and 10  
Divide by grouping and by sharing  
Use related multiplication facts to solve division Monday 2

nd
    

February 

Numbers to 20- 

Count using tens and ones  
Count one more and one less  
Compare numbers of objects  
Compare and order numbers 

Monday 9
th
 February Numbers to 20- 

Count using tens and ones  
Count one more and one less  
Compare numbers of objects  
Compare and order numbers 
 

Multiplication and Division- 

Divide by 2  
Learn about odd and even numbers  
Divide by 5 and 10  
Divide by grouping and by sharing  
Use related multiplication facts to solve division  

Half Term 

Monday 23
rd
 February  

 

 

 

Addition within 20- 

Add by counting on  
Practise adding ones to help adding numbers to 20  
number bonds to 10 to help numbers bonds to 20  
Solve word problems 

Statistics- 

Make tally charts  
Use pictograms  
Use block diagrams  
Solve word problems 
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Monday 2
nd

 March Addition within 20- 

Add by counting on  
Practise adding ones to help adding numbers to 20  
number bonds to 10 to help numbers bonds to 20  
Solve word problems 
Subtraction within 20- 

Subtract tens and ones  
Learn how to cross a 10 when subtracting  
Compare additions and subtractions  
Solve word and picture problems 

Length and height- 

Measure objects in centimetres and metres  
Compare two lengths  
Put lengths in order  
Solve word problems about length 

Monday 16
th
 March Subtraction within 20- 

Subtract tens and ones  
Learn how to cross a 10 when subtracting  
Compare additions and subtractions  
Solve word and picture problems 
Numbers to 50- 

Count up to 50  
Compare numbers to 50  
Order numbers Count in 2s and 5s  
Solve word and picture problems 

Properties of Shape- 

Recognise 2D and 3D shapes  
Count the sides and vertices on 2D shapes  
Learn about symmetry  
Count the faces, edges and vertices on 3D shapes  
Sort 2D and 3D shapes 

Monday 23
rd
 March Numbers to 50- 

Count up to 50  
Compare numbers to 50  
Order numbers Count in 2s and 5s  
Solve word and picture problems 

 

Fractions- 

Learn about the whole and equal parts  
Recognise and find a half  
Recognise and find a quarter  
Learn about unit fractions  
Count in halves and quarters 
Position and direction- 

Describe movement  
Describe turns  
Make patterns by turning shapes 
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Science  

 

Theme: Physics: Changing materials Key Vocabulary: 

Object, material, wood, plastic, glass, metal, water, rock, brick, paper, fabric, 

elastic, foil, card/cardboard, rubber, wool, clay, hard, soft, stretchy, stiff, bendy, 

floppy, waterproof, absorbent, breaks/tears, rough, smooth, shiny, dull, design 

Week Beginning Knowledge Working Scientifically  

Skills 

Activities 

 

Monday 12
th
   

January  

Distinguish between an object and the 

material from which it is made. 

identify objects and observe the materials 

used to create them. 

Ask children to go on a scavenger hunt 

around the classroom. Find an object 

made out of only one of these materials. 

More than one material. 

 

Monday 19
th
   

January 

Children name and compare a variety of 

everyday materials. 

 
 
 

Use my findings to answer a question.   

 

 

Slide 24 - Introduce the vocabulary of 

properties to the children. Explain that 

properties are how a material behaves, 

things it has or things it can do.  

Share all of the properties vocabulary 

with the class.  

For this experiment children will need an 

example of each of these materials on 

their table.  

Ask children if they can bend these 

materials and collect their observations 

on a whiteboard as you go. Children 

might notice that some objects bend 

more/less than others. Ask children if 

they can see through the material. If the 

material has holes in children might say 

yes but remind them they’re not looking 

through the material but rather through a 

space that there is no material.  

Children to investigate the materials on 

their table to see which ones are smooth 

and which ones are rough. If using a 

rough item e.g. a stick can children think 
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of a time when the material could be 

smooth?  

Test the materials to see if they are 

waterproof or not. This can be done by 

either placing the materials in water or 

by spraying them with a spray bottle and 

then drying them off to see if they stay 

wet or have they absorbed the water.  

Monday 26
th
     

January 

Children find out how the shapes of solid 

objects made from some materials can be 

changed by squashing, bending, twisting, 

and stretching.  

 

 

Children can  record data by drawing.  

 

See who can find the bendiest stick. 

Children might suggest how strong a stick 

is and this experiment could be done 

with a force meter, a back and a set of 

weights if you wanted to do that instead.  

 

 

Monday 2
nd

   

February 

 

Children can compare and group together 

a variety of everyday materials on the 

basis of their simple properties. 

 

 

 

 

Children can create a test to solve a 

problem.  

 

Give children the option to choose from 

a set of materials. If completing the 

experiment in groups each group could 

have separate materials. Try to provide a 

range of different materials including 

those that probably wouldn’t help to 

stop the egg breaking. Choose a suitable 

height to run the experiment from to 

make it consistent e.g. the height of a 

chair. Allow children to manipulate the 

materials before the egg drop to help it 

in not breaking. This could also be 

conducted with boiled eggs or plastic 

eggs filled with a small amount of water 

although you will need to increase drop 

height.  

Monday 9
th
 February   

Children can name and compare a variety 

of everyday materials.  

 

 

Children can make predictions based on 

my experience of materials.  

 

Egg drop parachute designs and #data 

collection. 

Half Term 
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Monday 23
rd
  February 

  

Children can research famous scientists.  

 

 

 

 

Children can find answers to questions.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Discuss that a scientist called Charles 

Goodyear figured out how to solve some 

of the problems involved in using rubber. 

Through a process called vulcanisation 

rubber than became stronger and much 

longer lasting especially when it was 

being used outside.  

Charles Dunlop cut a length of rubber 

hose in half and wrapped it around a 

wooden wheel. He rolled the wheel and 

another wooden one and the one with 

the tyre went much farther. He tested 

this even further by rolling it into a wall 

and watching it bounce off the wall and 

noticed it bounced further. He put the 

new tyres on his sons tricycle and found 

it made the ride much more comfortable 

and much easier for his son to ride.  

Ask children to think what the world be 

like without tyres. How many things can 

they think of that have tyres?  

Children are to create a four-point 

timeline for how we came to have 

rubber tyres. Children will be given a 

sheet with photographs and simple 

sentences to match to them to create 

their timeline.  

 

Monday 2
nd 

March Children can compare and group together 

a variety of everyday materials on the 

basis of their simple properties.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children can design a comparative test to 

find a suitable material.   

 

Find the bounciness of each material by 

rolling them into a wall and see which 

one bounces the furthest back.  
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Monday 9
th
 March  Children can find out how the shapes of 

solid objects made from some materials 

can be changed by squashing, bending, 

twisting and stretching.  

 

 
 

Children can record data from a test in a 

table.   

 

Materials come in all shapes and sizes, 

and these must be changed in order to 

make them usable for specific purposes. 4 

methods of manipulation test. 

 

Monday 16
th
 March Children can find out how the shapes of 

solid objects made from some materials 

can be changed by squashing, bending, 

twisting and stretching.  

 

 

Children can record data from a test in a 

table  

 

Stretch their play dough and that 

stretching is different to rolling it out into 

a long sausage. Encourage them to stretch 

it slowly so as not to tear it. Test. 

 

Monday 23
rd
 March 

 

 

Children can identify and name a variety 

of everyday materials including wood, 

plastic, glass, metal, water and rock.  

 

Children can describe the simple 

properties of a variety of everyday 

materials.  

 

 

 

Children I can record information through 

drawing.  

 

Children can predict how materials will 

behave for an intended purpose  

 

Create an observational drawing of their 

school building or a building in the 

locality. After completing their drawing, 

they are going to label the materials that 

have been used. Children will be 

provided with a vocab sheet to support 

them in identifying some materials they 

might not know that they see around the 

building.  

 

Make and test a boat. 

Give children access to a wide range of 

materials including some that are suitable 

and some that are not. Ask children to 

identify the materials they want to use 

for their boat and encourage them to 

discuss why they think it is suitable 

 

 

 Knowledge (including the  

inspirational people to be studied) 

Skills to be taught Key vocabulary 

History:   

 

 

Recognise that there are reasons why 

people in the past acted as they did. 

Ask questions such as: What was it like 

for people? What happened? How 

long ago? 

A long time ago,  

recently,  

years,  
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The Great Fire of London Know key dates and when to use 

them as appropriate. 

Use words and phrases such as:  past, 

present, older and newer. 

Show an understanding of the 

concept of nation and a nation’s 

history. 

Show an understanding of concepts 

such as civilisation, monarchy. 

 

Use artefacts, pictures, stories, online 

sources and databases to find out 

about the past.  

Describe historical events. 

Describe significant people from the 

past. 

Observe or handle evidence to ask 

questions and find answers to 

questions about the past. 

decades and centuries to describe 

the passing of time,  

Fire,  

London, 

Bakery,  
Thomas Farriner,  

baker,  

Pudding Lane,  

1666,  

smoke,  

fire,  

Samuel Pepys, 

wooden buildings,  

Lord Mayor,  

River Thames,  

diary 

Geography: 

Our school from above. 
 

London from above 

 

Building Ariel photos and maps  

urban environments  

 

 

Locational & Place Knowledge 

Our school is part of a local area. 

London is a large city and the capital 

of England. 

London is an urban environment 

with many buildings, roads, and 

landmarks. 

Places look different from above 

compared to at ground level. 

Human Geography 

Urban environments are places 

where many people live and work. 

 

Fieldwork Skills 

Observe the school environment from 

different viewpoints. 

Use simple fieldwork to explore the 

school grounds. 

Compare ground-level views with 

aerial photos. 

Map Skills 

Recognise features on: 

- Aerial photographs 

- Simple maps 

 

Place & Location 

- School 

- London 

- City 

- Capital 

- Local area 

Maps & Aerial Views 

- Aerial view 

- Aerial photograph 

- Map 

- Plan 

- Bird’s-eye view 

- Symbol 

- Key 
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Cities have features such as: 

- Roads 

- Buildings 

- Parks 

- Rivers (e.g. the River 

Thames) 

Our school environment includes: 

- Classrooms 

- Playground 

- Field 

- Entrances and paths 

Geographical Understanding 

An aerial photograph is a picture 

taken from above. 

A map shows a place from above 

using symbols. 

Maps can help us find places and 

understand how areas are organised. 

London and our school both have 

human features, but London is much 

bigger. 

Inspirational People 

Cartographers – people who make 

maps. 

Draw: 

- Simple maps of the 

classroom or 

playground (Y1) 

- Simple maps of the 

school site with labels 

(Y2) 

Use simple symbols and a basic key (Y2 

focus). 

Follow simple routes around the 

school. 

Geographical Enquiry Skills 

Ask and answer questions such as: 

- What can we see from 

above? 

- How is our school the 

same or different to 

London? 

Identify similarities and differences 

between: 

- Our school and London 

- Local and urban 

environments 

 

 

Human Features 

- Building 

- Road 

- Playground 

- Park 

- River 

- Bridge 

- Houses 

Geographical Language 

- Near 

- Far 

- Next to 

- Above 

- Around 

- Route 

Environment 

- Urban 

- Human feature 
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Aerial photographers – people who 

take photos from planes, drones, or 

satellites. 

The creators of Google Earth / 

satellite mapping (introduced simply 

as people who help us see the world 

from above). 

Progression (Y1 → Y2) 

Y1: Identify, name, and describe 

features. 

Y2: Compare places and explain 

differences using simple geographical 

language. 

 

Art:   

 

Print – Explore the world through monoprint 

 

Key Concepts: 

• When we make mono prints we 

use mark making to create one off 

prints. 

• When we make mono prints we 

create an impression of a drawing. 

• That we can generate playful 

narratives and inventions through 

drawing. 

• That we understand that using a 

range of marks will generate 

different effects when creating 

mono prints. 

• That we can create creative 

responses to different stimuli and 

make the work our own. 

Talking points: Xgaoc’o X’are, 

Leonardo Di Vinci 

 

• Draw lines of different sizes and 

thickness. 

• Colour (own work) neatly following 

the lines. 

• Show pattern and texture by adding 

dots and lines. 

• Show different tones by using 

coloured pencils 

*Describe the work of notable artists 

 

*Use some of the ideas of artists 

studied 

 

*Review what they and others have 

done and say what they think and feel 

about it. 

Mark maker  

Thick/thin  

Hard/soft  

Dark/light  

Texture 

Repeating 

Wavy  

Flowing 

Jagged  

Shiny  

Furry 

Prickly 

Bumpy 

Surface  

Reproduce 

Tools  

Media 

Different  

Viewpoint 

Observation 

Shape 

 

 

DT:  

Lever mechanisms 

 

 

Apply your knowledge of lever 

mechanisms to make products. 

 

Explain how the lever mechanisms are 

made, using annotated diagrams. 

Be able to adapt, organise, arrange and 

experiment with designs and diagrams 

 

Apply knowledge and decide on materials 

appropriate for the design. 

Rigid 

Pivot 

Force 

Input 

Output 
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Experiment with a variety of different 

lever mechanisms in your products. 

 

Be able to explain the design choices and 

safety features. 

Fulcrum 

Rod 

Automatically 

Fluency 

Inspiration 

Purpose 

User 

 

 

 

Computing:   

 

Grouping data 

 

Moving a robot 

 To know that labelling, 

grouping, and searching are 

important aspects of data and 

information.  

 To understand that searching 

is a common operation in 

many applications, and 

requires an understanding 

that to search data, it must 

have labels.  

 Know individual 

programming commands.  

 Know how to identify what 

each command for the floor 

robot does, and use that 

knowledge to start predicting 

the outcome of programs. 

 Be able to assign data (images) 

with different labels  

 Demonstrate how computers 

are able to group and present 

data.  

 Be able log on to the 

computers, opening their 

documents, and saving 

their documents. 

 Begin to use skills of 

program design 

especially algorithms. 

 Make a bee-bot behave 

according to 

expectations of 

movement. 

Mouse 

Computer 

Keyboard 

keys 

Type 

Edit 

Screen 

Monitor 

Log on / off 

Delete 

File 

Program 

Algorithm 

Bee-Bot 

Task — what is needed 

Design — what it should do 

Code — how it is done 

Running the code — what it does 

 

Music:   

Cherranga 

Round and Round 

Bossa Nova Latin style.  

 

Know how to follow instructions on 

how and when to play an 

instrument. 

 

Know what timbre, dynamics and 

pitch mean. 

 

Know about the life and work of 

Santana  

Use symbols to represent a 

composition and use them to help with 

a performance. 

Identify the beat of a tune. 

Recognise changes in timbre, dynamics 

and pitch. 

Make and control long and short 

sounds, using voice and instruments. 

Imitate changes in pitch. 

Dynamics,  

pitch,  

timbre, 

glockenspiel, 

 tuned/un-tuned percussion, 

 symbols,  

composing,  

Santana 
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Gramophonedzie  

Games/ keeping fit: 

Invasion games 

 

 

Use the terms ‘opponent’ and ‘team-

mate’. 

Understanding how an invasion 

game works – football, rugby, netball 

etc. 

Knowing the rules for dodgeball and 

football. 

 

 

 

 

Use rolling, hitting, running, 

jumping, catching and kicking skills in 

combination. 

Develop tactics. 

Lead others when appropriate. 

Creating an invasion game using the 

knowledge gained from practise. 

Invasion,  

tactics, 

attacking,  

defending,  

opponent, 

PE 

Dance 

 

Choose movements to communicate 

a mood, feeling or idea. 

Copy and remember moves and 

positions. 

Move with careful control 

and coordination. 

Link two or more actions to perform 

a sequence. 

 

flicker,  

spark,  

meeting,  

parting,  

slow motion, 

 

 

PSHE /RSHE: 

 

Identity, society and equality: 

Me and others 

 

Drug, alcohol and tobacco education: 

What do we put into and on to 

bodies? 

 

Pupils know: 

• how they are individual and 

special 

• responsibilities and jobs in 

school 

•how to work together 

•How to stay safe around toxic 

substances 

•Road Safety and Road Safety Law 

•Fire Evacuation procedures 

•Lock down procedures 

 

Pupils learn: 

• about what makes themselves and 

others 

special 

• about roles and responsibilities at 

home and 

school 

• about being co-operative with 

others 

• about what can go into bodies and 

how it can make people feel 

 

Me 

You 

Special 

Roles 

Responsibility 

Cooperation 

Body 

Changes 

Drugs 

Alcohol 

 

RE: 

Belonging  

Christianity  

Parables/ Gospel 

What did Jesus teach about God in 

his parables? 

Christianity 

Prayer and worship 

Describe some of the stories and 

teachings of a religion. 

Parable,  

Christian      

Jesus,  

Samaritan,  

sorry,  
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Why do Christians pray to god and 

worship him ? 

How and why some stories and 

books are scared and important 
Prayer and Worship 

How and why some people pray and 

what happens in a place of worship   

 

Identify the things that are important 

in their own lives and compare these 

to religious beliefs. 

Relate emotions to some of the 

experiences of religious figures studied. 

Ask questions about puzzling aspects of 

life. 

forgive,  

forgiveness,  

sheep,  

shepherd  

lost,  

found  

good  

bad 

neighbour 

 


