Music development plan summary:
Sandlings Primary School

Overview
Detail Information
Academic year that this summary covers 25-26
Date this summary was published September 25
Date this summary will be reviewed September 26
Name of the school music lead Patricia Toal
Name of local music hub Norfolk and Suffolk Music Hub

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across
three areas — curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences — and
what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and
parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our
pupils’ music education.

Part A: Curriculum music

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and
any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.

Tolearn more about Music provision at Sandlings Primary School, please visit our
music curriculum page

We follow the Charanga Music Curriculum, which is designed to reflect the full scope
and ambition of the national music curriculum.

* Our curriculum develops pupils’ musical knowledge, composition skills and
performance confidence.

* Children receive 12 hours of music teaching in a three-week blocked unit each term.
This approach allows for full immersion, depth of study and sustained focus. Lessons
include learning classroom instruments such as the glockenspiel and recorder.

* In EYFS, music is embedded throughout the curriculum to enrich learning. Children
learn through songs, nursery rhymes, dance and the use of percussion instruments.

» We work in partnership with the Suffolk and Norfolk Joint Music Hub and Suffolk
Music Service to enhance the range and quality of musical opportunities available to
our pupils.



https://www.sandlingsprimary.co.uk/curriculum-subjects/music/

Part B: Extra-curricular music

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time,
including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music
beyond the core curriculum.

Our school is committed to providing rich and inclusive musical experiences beyond
the classroom. Pupils in both Key Stages have opportunities to participate in
performances enabling them to develop confidence, musicianship and enjoyment of
music in a range of settings. As part of these opportunities we establish project-based
choirs and instrumental groups that run for the duration of key events and initiatives.

We are also dedicated to supporting pupils who wish to progress further in their
musical learning. Pupils are able to access instrumental tuition and ensemble activities
outside of the school day through the Suffolk Music Service. They currently offer
instrumental tuition for drums, piano and keyboard, guitar, woodwind and brass
instruments. These lessons are paid for by parents and for those children who are
Pupil Premium (FSM and CIC) these lessons can be funded by the Pupil Premium
provision. All ensembles are free and accessible to all of Key Stage 2.

Part C: Musical experiences and Performances

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as
singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.

Our school provides a wide range of musical experiences that enrich pupils’ learning
and celebrate their achievements. These include assemblies, concerts, productions,
and opportunities to experience live professional music.

Weekly singing assemblies enable pupils to learn and enjoy songs from a variety of
genres, cultures and languages. We also incorporate signing (Makaton/BSL) to support
inclusion and to enhance pupils’ communication and performance skills.

Each term, every year group presents a showcase of learning from their music lessons.
This includes performing a song they have learned and demonstrating instrumental
skills on the glockenspiel or recorder.

At Christmas, KS1 pupils perform a nativity with accompanying carols, while KS2
pupils participate in the seasonal service. In the autumn term, EYFS children take part
in our poetry performance assembly, where they sing nursery rhymes—often their first
public performance.

In the summer term, both Lower Key Stage 2 and Upper Key Stage 2 take part in a full-
scale summer production featuring a mixture of singing and instrumental playing.




Individual pupils also have the opportunity to share their musical talents in the annual
school talent show.

We also ensure pupils experience professional live music. Each autumn the whole
school attends the Rock and Roll Panto, which features a live band and introduces
pupils to high-quality musical performance.

In the future

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.

We are committed to expanding and strengthening our musical offer. Planned
developments include:

Increasing access to live musical events for all pupils, including live assemblies
delivered by the Suffolk and Norfolk joint Music Hub. i.e. Wooden Roots West
African Drums/Percussion and Classical Music Rocks

Establishing a recorder club and school choir to encourage greater instrument
and musical participation.

Providing regular reminders to parents about peripatetic music tuition, including
information for new families.

A 10-week Summer 26 music project for Years 3 and 4 in partnership with the
Woodlands Heights. Pupils will explore natural patterns and shapes to inspire
musical motifs, using natural materials (such as sticks and logs) alongside
percussion instruments to create and perform group compositions for families
and school concert.

Participation in the Royal Ballet and Opera “Create & Sing” Project for Years 3—
6. This will include free resources, staff CPD, and a final singing workshop at
King Edward VI School, Bury St Edmunds, on 11 June 2026.

Introduction of the Charanga Model Music Scheme to ensure continuity,
progression and high-quality learning across the school.

Whole-class ensemble teaching led by a music specialist.

Further development of performance opportunities for young musicians
throughout the school year.

Engagement in extra-curricular music for Pupil Premium and SEND pupils.

Continued development of a dedicated music teaching space to support
ensembles, small groups and curriculum lessons.




Further information (optional)

The Department for Education publishes a guide for parents and young people on how
they can get involved in music in and out of school, and where they can go to for
support beyond the school.

*Suffolk Music Service

» Suffolk and Norfolk Music Hub Parents Page



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/music-education-information-for-parents-and-young-people
https://suffolkcountymusicservice.co.uk/take-part/
https://www.nmhub.co.uk/site/

