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Autumn 2025 

Children will explore our topic ‘The Americas’ across the curriculum, focusing on the diverse natural features, interesting places, historical events 

and people living there. 

Personal Development 

This term, children at Sandlings will continue to grow and develop their individual characters through a wide range of enriching experiences, in 

line with our school ethos: 

"Unique, nurturing, where everyone belongs and thrives." 

 

Our learning will reflect key aspects of social, moral, spiritual, and cultural education, underpinned by British values. In addition to our Lifeskills 

afternoon that includes on rotation, forest school, gardening, cooking and PSHE lessons each part of our ethos will also be explored this term: 

 

Unique We will celebrate individuality and diversity by learning about the cultures and experiences that shape our community. This includes: 

 Diwali: Exploring the significance of Diwali to understand and appreciate the rich cultural and spiritual traditions within our school 

community. 

 Black History Month: Learning about significant people and events in Black history to honour the past, celebrate contributions, and inspire a 

shared vision for a diverse and equal society. 

 

Nurtured  We support each child’s emotional and spiritual growth: 

 Reflecting on the spiritual meaning of Christmas with a whole school church service 

 Children will vote on a charity of their choice to raise funds for as well as Children in Need charity  

 

Belonging We create strong, inclusive communities within each class and across the school: 

 Building class identity through welcoming rituals and activities connected to class names. 

 Taking part in Anti-Bullying Week to promote empathy, understanding, and the importance of standing up for what is right. 

 Observing Remembrance Day with a school service to reflect on the sacrifices made for our democratic freedoms. 

 Whole school meetings every fortnight to ensure that every child feels heard, valued, and empowered to contribute their ideas.  
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Thriving We encourage all children to develop their confidence and creativity: 

 Our Whole School Poetry Assembly provides an opportunity for every child to perform and present poetry to an audience, using their 

developing oracy skills. 

 The Thrive Nurture Programme will be tailored to support individual needs  

 A variety of wellbeing activities will help children understand and manage their mental and emotional health. 

 

Oracy  

 The class will begin the work by agreeing Oracy class rules for listening and speaking during discussions in class and whole school meetings 
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English 

Week 

Beginning 

Writing outcome  Spelling and Phonics Grammar and  Punctuation Reading Skills and Core texts  

for lessons and whole class 

reading  

 

Monday 1st 

September  

Handwriting and revisiting  previous years expectations  “Twist of Gold” 

Monday 8
th
 

September  

Poetry unit and 

performance 

poetry for 

assembly 

Spooky Short 

Stories 

 

 

Step 1: Words with the short vowel sound /i/ spelled ‘y’ Basic definitions of the key 

tools of a sentence: 

- Proper nouns 

- Regular noun 

- Collective noun 

- Use of full stops and 

capital letters within 

sentences 

“Twist of Gold” 

Monday 15
th
  

September  

Step 2: Words with the long vowel sound /igh/ spelled 
‘y’ 

- Pronouns,  

- Relative clauses 

- End of sentence 

punctuation and 

commas 

- Adverbials 

 “Twist of Gold” 

 

Monday 22
nd

 

September  

Narrative – 

Descriptive 

writing. Cloud Tea 

Monkeys 

Step 3: Challenge Words  Basic definitions of the key 

tools of a sentence: 

- Prepositions 

- Determiners 

- Adverbs 

- Pronouns 

  

 “Twist of Gold” 

 

Monday 29
th
 

September  

  

Step 4: Words with ‘cial’/shul/ after a vowel 
Basic definitions of the key 

tools of a sentence: 

- Verbs 

Subject and Object 

  

  

“Twist of Gold” 

Monday 6
th
 

October 

Narrative – Twist 

of Gold 

Step 5: Words with ‘tial’ -Fronted Adverbials 

  

 Commas for clarity 

“Twist of Gold” 
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Monday 13
th
 

October  

Step 6: Challenge Words Coordinating conjunctions 

-Subordinating conjunctions 

End of sentence punctuation 

and commas 

 

“Twist of Gold” 

Monday 20
th
 

October 

 Step 7: Challenge Word “Twist of Gold” 

 

 

Half Term 

Monday 3
rd
 

November 

Report  

(non-

chronological) 

  

Writing a letter to 

apply for a 

position in 

Shackleton’s crew 

   

Step 8: Words with an /oa/ sound spelled ‘ou’ or ‘ow’ - Prepositions 

- Determiners  

- Adverbs  

- Pronouns 

Shackleton's Journey 

 

Monday 10
th
 

November  

Endings that sound like /shl/ and are spelled ‘cial’ or 

‘tial’ 

Paragraphs 

Conjunctions 

Shackleton's Journey 

 

Monday 17
th
 

November  

Biography – write 

a biography about 

Steve Backshall 

Step 9: Words with a ‘soft c’ spelled ‘ce’ Relative clauses 

Brackets, dashes and commas 

The Explorer 

 

Monday 24th 

November 

Step 10: Challenge Words Adverbials The Explorer 
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Maths  Unit objectives and vocabulary  Unit  objectives and vocabulary  

Week Beginning  Year 5 Year 6 

Monday 1st 

September  

Multiplication facts revision Multiplication facts revision 

 

Monday 8
th
 September  Roman numerals  

Numbers to 10,000  

Numbers to 100,000  

Numbers to 1,000,000  

Read and write 5- and 6-digit numbers 

Negative numbers  

Consolidate: Core concepts of place value  

Numbers to 1,000,000  

Numbers to 10,000,000  

Consolidate: read and write large numbers 

Monday 15
th
  September  Powers of 10        

10/100/1,000/10,000/100,000 more or less  

Partition numbers to 1,000,000  

  

Number line to 1,000,000  

Compare and order numbers to 100,000 

Powers of 10 ,  

Consolidate: mental addition and subtraction using place value ,  

Partition numbers to 10,000,000 ,  

Number line to 10,000,000 ,  

Consolidate: compare and order smaller numbers 

Monday 1
st
 

December 

 

 

 

Instructions – write 

a set of instructions 

on about a jungle 

recipe base on 

“The Explorer” 

Step 11: Words with the /f/ sound spelled ‘ph’ Colons 

Semicolons 

brackets 

The Explorer 

 

Monday 8th 

December  

Step 12: Challenge Words Colons 

Semicolons 

brackets 

 

The Explorer 

Monday 15
th
 

December  

A Christmas Carol 

– write a 

descriptive 

paragraph based 

on a scene from a 

film/ book 

Revision and review Commas 

Adverbials 

Speech punctuation 

The Explorer 
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Monday 22
nd

 September  Compare and order numbers to 1,000,000  

Round numbers to the nearest 100,000  

Round numbers to the nearest 10,000  

Round numbers to the nearest 10, 100, and 1,000 

Compare and order any number  

Round any number  

Consolidate: rounding  

Consolidate rounding and estimating on a number line 

Monday 29
th
 September  Mental strategies (addition) ,  

Mental strategies (subtraction) ,  

Add whole numbers with more than 4 digits (1) ,  

Add whole numbers with more than 4 digits (2) ,  

Subtract whole numbers with more than 4 digits (1) 

Add integers  

Subtract integers  

Problem solving – addition and subtraction  

 

Use ratio language  

Introduce the ratio symbol 

Monday 6
th
 October Subtract whole numbers with more than 4 digits (2)  

Round to check answers  

Inverse operations (addition and subtraction)  

Multi-step addition and subtraction problems (1)  

Multi-step addition and subtraction problems (2) 

Use ratio  

Scale drawing  

Scale factors  

Similar shapes  

Ratio problems 

Monday 13
th
 October  Solve missing number problems  

Solve comparison problems 

Multiples  

Common multiples  

Factors 

Problem solving – ratio and proportion (1)  

Problem solving – ration and proportion (2) 

Consolidate: multiples  

Common multiples  

Common factors 

Monday 20
th
 October Common factors   

Prime numbers  

Square numbers   

Cube numbers  

Multiply by 10, 100 and 1,000 

Rules of divisibility  

Primes to 100  

Squares and cubes  

Unit 3: Four operations (2)  

Order of operations  

Brackets 

Half Term 

Monday 3
rd
 November Divide by 10, 100 and 1,000  

Multiples of 10, 100 and 1,000  

 

Multiply a number up to 4 digits by a 1-digit number  

Multiply 2-digit numbers (area model)  

Multiply 2-digit numbers 

Mental calculations (1)  

Mental calculations (2)   

Reason from known facts   

Consolidate: area model  

Multiply by a 1-digit number   

 

Monday 10
th
 November  Multiply a 3-digit number by a 2-digit number  

Multiply a 4-digit number by a 2-digit number  

Divide a number up to 4 digits by a 1-digit number (1)  

Divide a number up to 4 digits by a 1-digit number (2)  

Multiply up to a 4-digit number by a 2-digit number  

Consolidate: written multiplication fluency  

Short division  

Division using factors  
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Divide with remainders Divide a 3-digit number by a 2-digit number (long division) 

Monday 17
th
 November  Efficient division  

Solve problems with multiplication and division 

Equivalent fractions  

Equivalent fractions – unit and non-unit fractions  

Equivalent fractions – families of equivalent fractions 

Divide a 4-digit number by a 2-digit number (long division)  

Long division with remainders 

Consolidate: equivalent fractions  

Equivalent fractions and simplifying  

Equivalent fractions on a number line 

Monday 24th November Improper fractions to mixed numbers  

Mixed numbers to improper fractions  

Compare fractions less than 1  

Order fractions less than 1  

Compare and order fractions greater than 1 

Consolidate: mixed numbers and improper fractions  

Consolidate: mixed numbers and improper fractions  

Compare and order fractions  

Problem solving: compare and order fractions  

Problem solving: compare and order fractions 

Monday 1
st
 December 

 

 

 

Add and subtract fractions  

Add fractions within 1    

Add fractions with a total greater than 1  

Add to a mixed number  

Add two mixed numbers 

Add and subtract simple fractions   

Consolidate: add fractions within 1  

Add and subtract any two fractions   

Consolidate: add to a mixed number   

Add mixed numbers  

Monday 8th December  Subtract fractions within 1  

Subtract from a mixed number  

Subtract from a mixed number – breaking the whole  

Subtract two mixed numbers  

Solve fraction problems 

Consolidate: subtract fractions  

Consolidate: subtract fractions  

Consolidate: subtract fractions  

Subtract mixed numbers  

Multi-step problems 

Monday 15
th
 December  Revision Revision 
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Science  

 

Theme: Bright Sparks Key Vocabulary: 

Light, light source, dark, absence of light, transparent, 

translucent, opaque, shiny, matt, surface, shadow, 

reflect, mirror, sunlight, dangerous, refraction, 

medium, dense. 

Circuit, complete circuit, circuit diagram, circuit 

symbol, cell, battery, bulb, buzzer, motor, switch, 

voltage 

 

Week Beginning Knowledge Working Scientifically  

Skills 

Activities 

 

Monday 8
th
 September  To recognise that light 

appears to travel in straight 

lines. 

I can use scientific 

diagrams, models and 

labels. 

Investigate how light travels. Shine light 

from the torch to the model eye without 

moving the torch. 

Monday 15
th
  September  Use the idea that light 

travels in straight lines to 

explain that objects are 

seen because they give out 

or reflect light into the eye. 

I can use labelled 

diagrams to support my 

explanation. 

Children make a periscope and then 

complete how a periscope works 

Individually. 

Monday 22
nd

 September  Explain that we see things because light 

travels from light sources to our eyes or 

from light sources to objects and then 

to our eyes 

I can make careful 

observations about how the 

eye works 

Label a diagram of an eye and explain 

how the eye works 

Monday 29
th
 September  Use the idea that light 

travels in straight lines to 

explain why shadows have 

the same shape as the 

objects that cast them. 

I can draw diagrams to 

represent concepts with 

accuracy 

Investigate shadows 

Monday 6
th
 October Explain that we see things because light 

travels from light sources to our eyes or 

from light sources to objects and then 

to our eyes. 

I can make predictions based on scientific 

knowledge and use tests to gather evidence 

to support my predictions. 

Children write prediction before 

completing investigation looking at light 

travelling through different mediums 

Monday 13
th
 October  Use the idea that light travels in straight 

lines to explain that objects are seen 

I can evaluate, using 

scientific language, how 

my enquiry answers the 

Children investigate refraction 
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because they give out or reflect light 

into the eye 

question. 

Monday 20
th
 October I can compare and give 

reasons for variations in 

how components function. 

I can compare and give 

reasons for variations in 

how components function. 

I can compare and give 

reasons for variations in 

how components function. 

 

Half Term 

Monday 3
rd
 November To use recognised symbols when 

representing a simple circuit in a 

diagram. 

I can take accurate 

measurements using a 

data logger. 

Children to watch a clip to understand 

atoms and electrons to 

create a current. Children write an 

explanation. 

Monday 10
th
 November  To compare and give 

reasons for variations in 

how components function. 

I can make predictions 

using my own ideas and 

subject knowledge. 

Children to work in 

small groups to make 

their lemon batteries. 

Monday 17
th
 November  To associate the volume of a buzzer 

with 

the number and voltage of cells used in 

the circuit 

I can use my results 

and present them in a line 

graph. 

Children to make circuits in partners or 

small groups. 

Monday 24th November To design and construct simple electric 

circuits for a purpose. 

 

I can use labelled 

diagrams to support my 

explanations. 

Children to use knowledge of electric 

circuits to design, create and test a game 

that involves a circuit  

Monday 1
st
 December 

 

 

 

To use and understand recognised 

symbols when representing a simple 

circuit in a diagram. 

I can use scientific diagrams and labels 

accurately. 

Create a toy using electrical components 

Monday 8th December  To use and understand recognised 

symbols when representing a simple 

circuit in a diagram. 

I can use scientific diagrams and labels 

accurately. 

Create a toy using electrical components 

Monday 15
th
 December  Revise and review 
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 Knowledge (including the  

inspirational people to be studied) 

Skills to be taught Key vocabulary 

Geography:    To know that a continent is a 

large landmass usually made up 

of a number of countries. 

 Identify some countries in North 

and South America. 

•To identify similarities and 

differences between a place, the 

climate and the human geography in 

North America and where they live;  

• To describe key features of some 

wonders of the Americas. 

 identify the equator, tropics and 

poles on a map 

 Know that coordinates pinpoint a 

geographical location 

• To use an atlas to find the names of 

countries and cities 

• explain the difference between 

human geography and physical 

geography 

• explain how latitude affects the 

geography and climate of a region 

 • describe the significance of the 

equator, tropics and poles 

• use coordinates to locate places on a 

map 

Longitude and latitude 

Biome 

Equator 

tropics 

 

 

  

 

History:  

Mayan 

 Describe the characteristic 

features of the past, including 

ideas, beliefs, attitudes and 

experiences of men, women 

and children. 

 

 Compare some of the times 
studied with those of the other 
areas of interest around the 
world. 

 Use sources of evidence to 
deduce information about the 
past. 

 

 Recognise bias within a source 

 

dates  
 time period  
era  
chronology  
 continuity  
change  
 century  
decade  
legacy 

Art :   To understood that Typography is 

the visual art of creating and 

arranging letters and words on a 

page to to help communicate ideas 

or emotions. 

To experience how other artists work 

with typography 

To draw my own letters using pen and 

pencil inspired by objects I have chosen 

around me.  

Reflect upon why my letters have a 

meaning to me. 

Make my drawings appear visually 

stronger by working over maps or 

newspaper to make my marks stronger 

Typography 

Medium 

Tone 

Texture 

Composition 

contrast 

DT:  

 

Frame Structures:  Measure and mark accurately 

Adapt design elements. 

Assemble 

Technique 
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 To know strength comes from the 

way in which frames are joined and 

assembled. 

Demonstrate ways straws can be 

joined 

Describe how joins give strength 

Create a prototype of a design 

 

Construct 

extend 

Computing:   

 

Sharing Information:  

Identifying and exploring how 

information is shared between digital 

systems 

 

Video editing – how is video edited 

 

 

Acceptable use agreements Privacy 

and security: Know that some 

content can target people or group 

to access data. 

 

Online relationships Self-image and 

identity 

 

Planning capturing and editing video 

to produce a short film 

 

Know how to keep data safe 

 

 

 

Know how to protect digit identity 

Phishing 

Data 

Data protection 

Filter 

 

Music:   To know five songs from memory, 

who sang or wrote them, when they 

were written and, if possible, why?  

To know the style of the five songs 

and to name other songs from the 

units in those styles.  

To choose two or three other songs 

and be able to talk about in detail 

How pulse, rhythm, pitch, tempo, 

dynamics, texture and structure work 

together and how they connect in a 

song  

How to keep the internal pulse   

To know and be able to talk about:  

Performing is sharing music with 

other people, an audience 

To identify and move to the pulse with 

ease. 

 To think about the message of songs. 

To compare two songs in the same 

style, talking about what stands out 

musically in each of them, their 

similarities and differences.  

Listen carefully and respectfully to 

other people’s thoughts about the 

music.  

When you talk try to use musical 

words.  

Pulse 

Rhythm 

Pitch 

Tempo 

Dynamics 

Texture 

structure 
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To talk about the musical dimensions 

working together in the Unit songs. 

Talk about the music and how it makes 

you feel. 

PE/ Games/ keeping fit: 

  

 

 

To know how to dribble the 

basketball.  

To know how to pivot in basketball. 

TO know what is effective 

movement around the court.  

Know different strategies to keep 

possession of the ball.  

  

To know how to mark players 

effectively. 

  

To know how to act as a good role 

model within a team. 

To understand and apply the basic 

rules of Tag Rugby. 

To develop passing skills. 

To improve evasion skills. 

To implement attacking and defensive 

strategies 

To apply skills in game context. 

 

Travelling 

Double dribble 

determination 

 eco-friendly 

honesty  

passion 

 respect 

 self belief 

 teamwork 

tagging 

passing 

evasion 

agility 

spacing 

 

PSHE /RSHE: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5: 

Relationships and health education: 

Growing up and changing 

Pupils learn: 

• about the way we grow and 

change throughout 

the human lifecycle 

• about the physical changes 

associated with 

puberty 

Year 6: 

Relationships and health education: 

Healthy relationships 

Pupils learn: 

• about the changes that occur during puberty 

• to consider different attitudes and values around 

gender stereotyping and sexuality and consider 

their origin and impact 

• what values are important to them in 

relationships and to appreciate the importance of 

friendship in intimate relationships 

• about human reproduction in the context of the 

human lifecycle 

• how a baby is made and grows (conception and 

pregnancy) 
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• about menstruation and wet 

dreams 

• about the impact of puberty in 

physical hygiene 

and strategies for managing this 

• how puberty affects emotions and 

behaviour 

and strategies for dealing with this 

• to answer each other’s questions 

about puberty 

with confidence, to seek support and 

advice 

when they need it 

 

 

• about roles and responsibilities of parents and 

carers 

 

In The Media   

Pupils learn: 

 that messages given on food adverts can be misleading 

 about role models how the media portray celebrities and that celebrities can be presented as role models and  

that they may be a good or not so-good role model for young people 

• to recognise why we need to be cautious about things we see, hear or read about in the media 

 how the media can manipulate images and that these images may not reflect reality 

MFL Unit 3: La nourriture 

Ask politely for food Describing a 

sandwich Expressing opinions about 

food. Healthy and unhealthy food. 

 

Unit 4: En ville 

Develop confidence in speaking 

French. 

Read and understand the main point in 

short texts.  

Use a French  

 un sandwich au poulet, un sandwich au 
thon, un sandwich au fromage, un 
sandwich à la tomate une glace au 
chocolat, une glace à l’orange, une glace à 
la fraise, une glace à la vanilla 
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Places in a town Asking the way and 

giving directions Giving the time and 

saying where you are going. 

Prepositions (au/à/à la) 

dictionary/glossary to work out the 

meaning of unfamiliar words. 

la boulangerie, le centre sportif, le 
château, l’école, le jardin public, le 
marché, la piscine, le supermarché 

 

Oracy Geography:  

Children create a short podcast 

episode discussing their research on 

North America compared to their 

local area. Include interviews with 

each other or record soundscapes 

that capture the essence of both 

places, helping them explore and 

articulate the differences in a creative 

format. 

DT:  

Odd one out. Children look at images 

of different structure which one is the 

odd one out and why. 

Stem sentences 

 

I would like to start by saying… 

Building on X’s idea…. I agree and 

would like to add… 

  

The main points raised so far are… 

Can you provide an example … 


