%ﬁ‘“\\mu PuE o, by,
. P )

Sandlings Primary School

Writing Policy

Date May 2024
Review May 2026
Reviewed by Headteacher and Staff

Under the Equality Act 2010 we have a duty not to discriminate against people on the basis of their age,
disability, sex, gender reassignment, pregnancy or maternity, race, religion or belief and sexual orientation,
marriage and civil partnership. This policy has been equality impact assessed and we believe that it is in line with
the Equality Act 2010 as it is fair, it does not prioritise or disadvantage any pupil or adult and it helps to promote

equality at this school.

Associated policies and documents
e Teaching and Learning policy
e SEND policy
e Marking and Feedback policy
e  Curriculum Intent Statement

We want children to be self-assured writers! At the very heart of learning to write we want all children to be
confident and develop fluency in writing at each stage of their development.

The principles of our Sandlings ethos “Sandlings is a unique, nurturing school where everyone belongs and thrives”
can be seen throughout ourWriting curriculum and provision but in particular in developing a sense of belonging
through the relevant, carefully selected and representative high quality texts as inspiration and models for children’s
own writing.

Learning is a change to long-term memory. Our aims are to ensure that our pupils experience a wide breadth of
study and have, by the end of each key stage, long-term memory of an ambitious body of procedural and semantic
knowledge.

Curriculum drivers shape our curriculum breadth. They are derived from an exploration of the backgrounds of our
pupils, our beliefs about high-quality education and our values. They are used to ensure we give our pupils
appropriate and ambitious curriculum opportunities. At Sandlings we want children to be successful through learning
through real experiences for children to understand their learning and be creative in their learning

Cultural capital gives our pupils the vital background knowledge required to be informed and thoughtful members of
our community who understand and believe in British values. Curriculum breadth is shaped by our curriculum
drivers, cultural capital, subject topics and our ambition for pupils to study the best of what has been thought and
said by many generations of academics and scholars.

Our curriculum distinguishes between subject topics and threshold concepts. Subject topics are the specific




aspects of subjects that are studied. Threshold concepts tie together the subject topics into meaningful schema. The
same concepts are explored in a wide breadth of subject topics. Through this ‘forwards-and-backwards engineering’
of the curriculum, pupils return to the same concepts over and over, and gradually build understanding of them.
For each of the threshold concepts, over the three milestones, each of which includes the procedural and semantic
knowledge pupils need to understand the threshold concepts, provide a progression model.

The following thresholds concepts weave through our Writing curriculum:

Transcription
e Present neatly
This concept involves developing an understanding of handwriting and clear presentation.
o Spell correctly
This concept involves understanding the need for accuracy.
e  Punctuate accurately
This concept involves understanding that punctuation adds clarity to writing
Composition
e Write with purpose
This concept involves understanding the purpose or purposes of a piece of writing.
e Use imaginative description
This concept involves developing an appreciation of how best to convey ideas through description.
¢ Organise writing appropriately
This concept involves developing an appreciation of how best to convey ideas through description.
e Use paragraphs
This concept involves understanding how to group ideas so as to guide the reader.
e Use sentences appropriately
This concept involves using different types of sentences appropriately for both clarity and for effect.

Analysis and presentation
e Analyse writing
This concept involves understanding how grammatical choices give effect and meaning to writing.
e Present writing
This concept involves learning to reflect upon writing and reading it aloud to others.

We aim to foster and develop the following reading characteristics with our children:

* The ability to write fluently and with interesting detail on a number of topics throughout the curriculum.

* A vivid imagination which makes readers engage with and enjoy their writing.

* A highly developed vocabulary and an excellent knowledge of writing techniques to extend details or description.
* Well-organised and structured writing, which includes a variety of sentence structures.

* Excellent transcription skills that ensure their writing is well presented and punctuated, spelled correctly and neat.
* A love of writing and an appreciation of its educational, cultural and entertainment values.

Implementation

We use the Chris Quigley Essentials Curriculum scheme to plan our writing curriculum to ensure progressions over a
two year cycle. Curriculum design is based on evidence from cognitive science; three main principles underpin it:

* Learning is most effective with spaced repetition.

* Interleaving helps pupils to discriminate between topics and aids long-term retention.

* Retrieval of previously learned content is frequent and regular, which increases both storage and retrieval
strength.

In addition to the three principles, we also understand that learning is invisible in the short term and that sustained
mastery takes time.

Our content is subject specific. We make intra-curricular links to strengthen schema.

A variety of teaching and learning styles are used to adapt and support learning when teaching Writng i.e.
e Setting tasks of increasing difficulty where children can choose a task they feel challenges them either a Do It, Use

It or Own It task (DUO)
e Providing opportunities for pupils to work on their own and to collaborate with others




e We use Oracy as the golden thread for children to talk about and plan for their writing including roleplay and
discussions as well as building vocabulary collections and sharing ideas and opinions.

Coverage

Writing begins in the Early Years Foundations stage and is seen as integral to every challenge. Children are taught
phonics, words and sentence writing skills using the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised scheme every day.
They use their developing phonological and word knowledge to express their ideas and questions during every busy
learning challenge. There is an emphasis on developing a language rich environment across the whole school and
new and exciting vocabulary is highlighted at every opportunity.

Children are taught the specific skills they need to write effectively. The progression in knowledge and skills is
carefully planned across the school in spelling, grammar and punctuation as well different text genres using both our
Chris Quigley curriculum and Hertfordshire Grid for Learning resources. In addition, teachers structure each term
using analysis of ongoing assessment. All children are taught handwriting and take pride in ensuring their work is well
presented and neat. Children begin to join from year 1 and use a pen consistently from year 3.

Children are taught a text genre over a two or three week unit drawing on the texts that they have read and are
then given opportunities to apply these skills in extended “Big Write” sessions. They are provided with editing
sessions where they can reflect and improve their own writing and that of their peers. Children have access to
additional support materials in the form of year group writing checklists, working walls, word Banks or a greater
level of modelling and support. Children are challenged through the use of DUO tasks, adapted questioning and peer
mentoring.

We provide opportunities for children to write at length across the curriculum i.e. reports in science, letters in French,
recounts in history.

Equality and inclusion

We strive hard to meet the needs of those pupils with special educational needs, those with disabilities, those with
special gifts and talents, and those learning English as an additional language, and we take all reasonable steps to
achieve this.

Homework

Each term children are set a menu of writing tasks based on a theme and select three to complete. Each task has a
reason for writing, for example a letter to a fairytale character or a report based on the events of the year 1666.
Additionally, the school sets weekly spelling lists for children to practice learning spellings that have been taught in
school.

Resources

Each year group has a selection of resource materials of carefully chosen and high quality texts that link to the class
termly project; one for each term throughout our 2-year cycle. This ensures high quality material is available across
the curriculum and different genres of writing. This also ensures children have a wide variety of experiences and texts
are specific to year groups so there is no repetition and only progression.

The school has the Penpals handwriting programme.
We also subscribe to many on line teaching resources such as Hamilton Trust and Twinkl.
We also use free resources such as the “Literacy Shed”. Our school non-fiction and fiction libraries are well resourced.

Enriching Our Curriculum
SMSC is developed in many ways such as:
e By encouraging the appreciation of the beauty of language through the wide variety of text types we use
e Exploring the consequences of right and wrong behaviour through different people’s feelings opinions and
perspectives.
e We debate moral issues such as capital punishment and animal testing,
e We explore moral dilemmas through a range of characters and an understanding of debates about social
issues
e Providing opportunities for talk in lots of different settings i.e. school council whole school meetings
e Through the wide variety of text types we use from different cultures

Other enrichment opportunities are:
e Local visits and trips to the theatre, Woodbridge, Bawdsey, Colchester Zoo and Felixstowe.



https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Programme-Overview_Reception-and-Year-1-1.pdf

e Parents are invited to poetry performances, plays and other assemblies to support their children performing
their writing.

e Parents are also invited in to lessons to watch and experience how writing is taught.

e A calendar of writing competitions and events is planned for to celebrate books and writing including World
Book Day, an annual book fair and visits to Woodbridge bookshop.

Impact

Because learning is a change to long-term memory, it is impossible to see impact in the short term.
We do, however, use probabilistic assessment based on deliberate practice.

Teachers use ongoing assessments to evaluate the needs of each child and plan accordingly.

We assess our children termly on the depth of learning online tracker focusing on the following threshold concepts:
Transcription
e Present neatly - developing an understanding of handwriting and clear presentation.
e Spell correctly - understanding the need for accuracy.
e Punctuate accurately - understanding that punctuation adds clarity to writing
Composition
e  Write with purpose - understanding the purpose or purposes of a piece of writing.
e Use imaginative description - developing an appreciation of how best to convey ideas through description.
e Organise writing appropriately - developing an appreciation of how best to convey ideas through
description.
e Use paragraphs - understanding how to group ideas so as to guide the reader.
e Use sentences appropriately - using different types of sentences appropriately for both clarity and for effect.

Analysis and presentation
e Analyse writing - understanding how grammatical choices give effect and meaning to writing.
e Present writing - learning to reflect upon writing and reading it aloud to others.

Across the three milestones (Years 1&2, 3&4, 5&6) it is expected that at the end of each milestone most children will
be at an advancing understanding and some will have a deeper understanding. We assess the children's depth of
understanding each term and use this to assess whether pupils are on track to meet our expectations by the end of
each milestone.

We report on pupil’s achievement, attainment and progress in annual report to parents and autumn and spring term
parent’s evenings and midterm reports.

The Impact of being able to explore our local environment is an important aspect of our work in giving our children
a sense of belonging which is crucial to underpinning academic achievement across the curriculum.

Monitoring pupil outcomes is a shared responsibility through evaluation of the strengths and weaknesses of Writing
teaching and learning across our school and areas for further improvement our prioritised.

The role of the subject leader is to monitor pupil outcomes through evaluation of the strengths and weaknesses of
Writing teaching and learning across our school. We look at the practices taking place to determine whether they are
appropriate, related to our goals and likely to produce results in the long run. Areas for further improvement our
prioritised in a Writing yearly school Improvement plan and the subject lead through their work in delivering the
plan will work with and support colleagues, including keeping them apprised of new initiatives and developments in
Writing.




