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Intent 
Geography is about understanding and making greater sense of the world by making greater sense of the world by 

organising and connecting information and ideas about people, places, processes and environments. 

 

The principles of our Sandlings ethos “Sandlings is a unique, nurturing school where everyone belongs and thrives” 

can be seen throughout our Geography curriculum and provision but in particular in developing a sense of belonging 

through the study of local and faraway places and celebrating uniqueness through learning about different 

communities. 

Learning is a change to long-term memory. Our aims are to ensure that our pupils experience a wide breadth of 

study and have, by the end of each key stage, long-term memory of an ambitious body of procedural and semantic 

knowledge. 

Curriculum drivers shape our curriculum breadth. They are derived from an exploration of the backgrounds of our 

pupils, our beliefs about high-quality education and our values. They are used to ensure we give our pupils 

appropriate and ambitious curriculum opportunities. At Sandlings we want children to be successful through learning 

through real experiences, for children to understand their learning, and be creative in their learning. 

Cultural capital gives our pupils the vital background knowledge required to be informed and thoughtful members of 

our community who understand and believe in British values. 

Curriculum breadth is shaped by our curriculum drivers, cultural capital, subject topics and our ambition for pupils to 

study the best of what has been thought and said by many generations of academics and scholars. 

Our curriculum distinguishes between subject topics and threshold concepts. Subject topics are the specific 
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aspects of subjects that are studied. Threshold concepts tie together the subject topics into meaningful schema. The 

same concepts are explored in a wide breadth of topics. Through this ‘forwards-and-backwards engineering’ of the 

curriculum, pupils return to the same concepts over and over, and gradually build understanding of them. 

 For each of the threshold concepts three milestones, each of which includes the procedural and semantic knowledge 

pupils need to understand the threshold concepts, provide a progression model. 

 

 

Three thresholds concepts drive our geography curriculum: 

   

1.To Investigate places 

This concept involves understanding the geographical location of places and their physical and human features. 

2.To Investigate patterns  

This concept involves understanding the relationships between the physical features of places and the human activity 

within them, and the appreciation of how the world’s natural resources are used and transported. 

3.To Communicate geographically  

This concept involves understanding geographical representations, vocabulary and techniques. 

 

The subject topics that each year group will cover over a two-year cycle are: 

 

European Geography  

Non – European Geography  

Local Geography 

 

The characteristics we aim to foster in our children are: 

 An excellent knowledge of where places are and what they are like. 

 An excellent understanding of the ways in which places are interdependent and interconnected and how 

much human and physical environments are interrelated. 

 An extensive base of geographical knowledge and vocabulary. 

 Fluency in complex, geographical enquiry and the ability to apply questioning skills and use effective 

analytical and presentational techniques. 

 The ability to reach clear conclusions and develop a reasoned argument to explain findings. 

 Significant levels of originality, imagination or creativity as shown in interpretations and representations of 

the subject matter. 

 Highly developed and frequently utilised fieldwork and other geographical skills and techniques. 

 A passion for and commitment to the subject, and a real sense of curiosity to find out about the world and 

the people who live there. 

 The ability to express well-balanced opinions, rooted in very good knowledge and understanding about 

current and contemporary issues in society and the environment. 

Implementation 

 

We use the Chris Quigley Essentials Curriculum scheme to plan our geography curriculum. Our curriculum design is 

based on evidence from cognitive science; three main principles underpin it: 

• Learning is most effective with spaced repetition. 

• Interleaving helps pupils to discriminate between topics and aids long-term retention. 

• Retrieval of previously learned content is frequent and regular, which increases both storage and retrieval 

strength. 

In addition to the three principles, we also understand that learning is invisible in the short term and that sustained 

mastery takes time. 

Our content is subject specific. We make intra-curricular links to strengthen schema. 

A variety of teaching and learning styles are used when teaching Geography i.e. 

 

 Setting tasks of increasing difficulty where children can choose a task they feel challenges them either a Do It, Use 

It or Own It task (DUO) 

 Providing opportunities for pupils to work on their own and to collaborate with others 

Oracy 

We use Oracy as the golden thread for children to talk like a geographer using subject specific vocabulary to      

explore knowledge, ideas, thoughts and opinions  
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Coverage  

Geography is blocked every 3 terms out of the 6 over a two-year cycle. We block teach for  2-3 weeks at a time to 

really engage the children with the topic and learning. We start the topic at the beginning of the term and revisit the 

subject later in the second half of the term. In addition to this, work in English lessons often involve texts based on 

the topic and it often has cross-curricular links with Maths and Science too. 

 

EYFS  

Our Geography Curriculum progression documents show progression over each milestone and how the EYFS 

curriculum is the foundation of learning for children to build upon as they continue their learning  journey in KS1. 

 

Equality and inclusion 

We strive hard to meet the needs of those pupils with special educational needs, those with disabilities, those with 

special gifts and talents, and those learning English as an additional language, and we take all reasonable steps to 

achieve this. 

 

Homework  

Each term children are set a menu of tasks based on a theme to complete and sometimes these tasks may have a 

Geographical task in them. 

 

Resources  

 

Websites that we regularly use:  

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zbkw2hv 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/resources/ks2-subjects/ks2geography 

https://digimapforschools.edina.ac.uk 

 

 

Enriching Our Curriculum Through Social Moral Spiritual and Cultural Education (SMSC) 

 

SMSC is developed in many ways such as:  

 by asking pupils to imagine what it might be like to live in different parts of the world. 

 by making links with history when exploring the environment and speculating on why the landscape is as it 

is. 

 by comparing their lives with pupils living in other countries 

 by considering how people treat the environment; posing questions such as, ‘how are we changing our 

surroundings–are some things for the better and others for the worse?’ who benefits and who suffers? what 

should be our personal response to these? Who should look after our environment? 

 by providing positive and effective links with the wider community, both locally and 

 by considering social responsibility e.g. care for the environment, impact of traffic on the local area, tourism 

 

Local places we visit  

We are incredibly lucky that we live in a geographical rich area. Every year the children experience a trip to see first-

hand evidence to reinforce the classroom learning including: Woodbridge, Dunwich, Felixstowe and Sutton Heath.  

 

Impact 

 

Because learning is a change to long-term memory, it is impossible to see impact in the short term. 

We do, however, use probabilistic assessment based on deliberate practice.  

Monitoring pupil outcomes is a shared responsibility through evaluation of the strengths and weaknesses of 

Geography teaching and learning across our school and areas for further improvement our prioritised. 

 

We assess our children termly on the depth of learning online tracker focusing on the three threshold concepts: 

1. Places – understanding the geographical location of places and their physical and human features.  

2. Patterns – understanding the relationships between the physical features of places and the human activity 

with them, and the appreciation of how the world’s natural resources are used and transported.  

3. Communicate – understanding geographical representations, vocabulary and techniques.   

 

Across the three milestones (Years 1&2, 3&4, 5&6) it is expected that at the end of each milestone most children will 

be at an advancing understanding and some will have a deeper understanding. We assess the children's depth of 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zbkw2hv
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/resources/ks2-subjects/ks2geography
https://digimapforschools.edina.ac.uk/
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understanding each term and use this to assess whether pupils are on track to meet our expectations by the end of 

each milestone. 

We report on pupil’s achievement, attainment and progress in annual report to parents and autumn and spring term 

parent’s evenings and midterm reports. 

The Impact of being able to explore our local environment is an important aspect of our work in giving our children 

a sense of belonging which is crucial to underpinning academic achievement across the curriculum. 

Monitoring pupil outcomes is a shared responsibility; Through evaluation of the strengths and weaknesses of 

Geography teaching and learning across our school and areas for further improvement our prioritised. 

 

 

  


