
 

 

Music Vocabulary Progression 

EYFS Milestone 1 Milestone 2 Milestone 3 

Loud 

Quiet 

Fast 

Slow 

Rhythm 

Sound 

Instrument 

Voice 

Shape 

Tap 

Ring 

Listen 

pitch 

 rhythm  

structure 

tempo 

texture 

 timbre 

nursery 

rhyme 

perform 

actions 

move 

play 

beat 

hands 

feet 

song 

sing 

funk, 

 

Stop 

 beat 

 dynamics  

genre   

instrument 

melodic 

shape 

 melody 

Timbre 

Dynamics 

Pitch 

Beat 

Tune 

Symbol 

Melody 

Compose 

Perform 

Tuned 

Untuned, Percussion 

Pulse 

Audience 

Singers 

Respond 

Reggae 

Rapping 

Improvise 

Style 

vocal warm-up 

pop 

rock 

band 

drum 

claves 

tambourine 

triangle 

bells 

guitar 

Timbre 

Dynamics 

Pitch 

Beat 

Tune 

Symbol 

Melody 

Compose 

Perform 

Blues 

Latin 

Folk 

Funk 

Hip-hop 

Bossa nova 

Groove 

Pulse 

Improvise 

Imagination 

Introduction 

Ending 

Guiro 

Keyboard 

Glockenspiel 

Cow bell 

Djembe 

 

 

 

Duration 

Timbre 

Pitch 

Beat 

Tempo 

Texture, 

Reggae 

Flat 

chorus 

grime 

lyrics 

classical 

tango 

Silence 

Notation 

Tune 

Symbol 

Composition, 

Melody 

Stave 

Improvise 

Introduction 

Verse 

Chorus 

Melody 

Solo 

Rapping 

composers, 

patterns, conductor 

Duration 

Timbre 

Pitch 

Beat 

Tempo 

Texture 

RnB 

Unity 

Disco 

Gospel 

Soul 

Layers 

Compositiom 

Improvise 

Structure 

Genre 

Introduction 

Verse 

chorus 

Ending 

Crotchet 

Minim 

Semibreve 

Riff 

Hook 

Layers  

Silence  

Pitch 

Dynamics 

Tempo 

Timbre 

Texture 

Lyrics 

melody 

Solo 

Rounds 

harmony, 

accompaniment, 

Bossa Nova 

Jass 

Swing 

Ballad 

Classical 

Urban 

Gospel 

drones, cyclic 

improvise 

notation 

patterns 

elements 

stave 

#sharp 

b flat 

treble cleff 

base cleff 

crotchet 

      Motown 

Rock anthem 

Hip-hop 

Rapper 

Old school 

Bossa Nova 

Inspired 

Expressive 

Improvise 

Cultural context 

Ostinato 

decks, 

arrangements, 

appraising, bridge, 

amplifier 

unison 

elements 

stave 

#sharp 

b flat 

treble cleff 

base cleff 

crotchet 

minim 

semibreve 

time signature  

 



 

 

 

 

 

leader 

musical clues decks 

recorder 

minim 

semibreve 

 

 


